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ABSTRACT

One vital aspect of education, which is awfullykiag in Nigerian education system in spite of thei@us nature
of our society, is the reading culture. Readingrisndispensable part of an educational prograrouwitit the latter will
be crippled and the nation will be deprived of lileetuals, artists, musicians and other talentedqes; and the state of
depression and monotony will prevail. There willfmezeal in life, which would be the very contrakthe theory of life.
Against this background the paper examines the neex/olve a sustainable reading culture and dse=ushe role of
various agencies in the development of readinguailand readership promotion. In addition, claaifion is given to the

concept of reading and recommendations are magehance a durable reading culture and readershipgtion.
Concept of Reading

Reading process is so complex that a single adueptifinition is not readily available. There aenost as
many definitions as there are experts in reading.shall not go into arguments over these definstioat stick to one as a
working definition. One of such classic and comnyonked by Foertsch (1998) as the ability to proweuwords,
the ability to identify words and get their meaniagd the ability to bring meaning to a text inerdlb get meaning from
it. This definition looks logical and attractivedaeise it encapsulates the ability to perceive angpcehend letters, words,
sentences, paragraphs and whole stories in a mritiet. However, these definitions reflect longrstiag views of
reading, current literacy research by Arlington a@wnningham (1996) supports a more comprehensifiaitden of
reading. This new definition includes all of theoab definitions and places learning skills in tlentext of authentic

reading and writing activities. It recognizes thgortance of skill instruction as one piece ofbeding process.
KEYWORDS: Nigerian Education System, Reading
INTRODUCTION

A necessary aspect of every man’s education isabiity to read and comprehend. Amaka (2001) naked
reading in itself is a basic tool for learning gnjeent, development; and an avenue through whiehali¢ people can have
access to vast and varied knowledge and experi¢hatare embedded and preserved in books and fottnes. Thus, it is
anticipated that awareness to read will be at hdrigate because of the high percentage of edupatggle. Regrettably,
the literates on the contrary read only to passamu examinations and for the attainment of dedtiés, thereby
producing a society without a reading culture. @uptEziren (1977), Maka (2001) regretfully observibet it was
disturbing in our country that most people go te library only to study for examinations and aftieen, the library is
forsaken. If this ugly drift is not tartan, it wilhot only cripple our education system, but wiltaldivest us of the

intellectuals and the state of nonentity and ignoeawill triumph. Therefore, the thrust of this paps to examine the

| Impact Factor(JCC): 1.4507 - This article can be denloaded from www.impactjournals.us |




[ 28 Elijah Ojowu Ode |

importance of evolving reading culture and the mfl@elevant agencies in the development of readirture and in the

promotion of reading.
The need for a Sustainable Reading Culture and Readship Promotion

Reading, according to Chase (2003) is very gernratigat it helps to develop the habit of pursuingny useful
hobbies and other allied interests by spreadingrbedn individual a panorama of cosmic knowledgeugh the reading
of interesting books and periodicals. He furthenteaded that by encouraging reading varied tasesiaeveloped and
nurtured to the full heights. Agreeing to the abéae, Brown (2008) contends that reading is ansimghsable part of an
educational programme and that without it, theetattill be crippled and the nation will be deprivefl intellectuals,
artists, musicians and other talented persons tatel of depression and boredom will prevail. Theilebe no passion in
life, which would be the very contrast of the theof life. Accordingly, Carlyle (2007) declared th@&ading is a ladder
out of poverty and mental deprivation. He furthesntended that reading is probably one of the amiepty,

anti-deprivation, anti-crime, anti-vandalism patisione can think of.

Developing reading culture will not only create teag of varied knowledge preserved in books but &kslp one
to become more independent in carrying out researbk spirit of independent research work is enbdnwhen the
youths are exposed to the treasure embedded inshktbo&ugh reading thereby equipping them with tdotslearning
beyond graduation from formal study. According ta@ing (1996), to reading is to fly: it is to sd@ra point of vantage
which gives a view over wide terrains of histoigeas, shared experiences and the fruits of mamyrias. Thus, reading
helps to widen the educational horizon of an irdlial as it exposes him/her to other areas of stwtliich are far remote

from his areas of disciplines.

Studies by Brown (2008) and Ode (2004) have redetiat there exists a strong need for developiagling
habit if one would be academically successful. Ataimable reading culture has the effect of deligeteaching from the
domination of the textbook; and how this helps ttraating scholars of the highest quality must het overlooked.
The present emphasis on certificate and passiegarhination in Nigeria, which is the bane of owadi@g, is precarious
to our education system to thrive. According to Am#&2001), reading is an acquired art and requkdls, which needs
to be developed else, is stunted under certairosadtural environments. Therefore, it is importamtdevelop reading

habit, which is awfully lacking in spite of our ¢ous societies.

Reading is a life-long companion without whom peogile apt to grope in darkness and stumble uporotheof
ignorance. Complete freedom should be given tostbdents in reading by teaching and making thempgreciate the
relevance of reading. Supporting this fact, Ode0O@Ocontends that an individual in this sense idosred with

unparalleled power and no longer become a serfansimgle dogma but masters over an empire of keaye.

Furthermore, Chase (2003) believes that readingtg@n individual intellectual freedom becausekhewledge
they acquire through reading exposes them to haeeatcess to all information that they may requiescholars in arts
and science work to advance knowledge in theirouarifields, they require the freedom to seek t(thhough reading)
when and where they will, not fitting their findisignto pattern dedicated to superstitions or assiomp but base their

findings and conclusions on evidence.
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Importantly, reading provides access for individmagroup development, foster and promotes sefetigpment
of an individual or group at whatever level of edltign, thereby bridging the gap between the indialdand recorded
knowledge. Affirming to this fact, Ode (2004) adsdrthat the quality of knowledge derived by anivitiial through

reading has the potentials to free him, to enaisredhape the world to his choice, and to conqueillsiand deprivations.

Considering the relevance of reading in academit @rerall development of the youths, relevant agenin
education system should male frantic effort to emgbat a sustainable reading culture is preseavedngst the youths.
Thus, the roles of some of the agencies like thratiy, school, authors, book industry, the govemina@d mass media are

discussed below
The Role of the Library

The library is the most cost-effective and logigsans of providing reading materials for the gretate@mber of
readership and should live up to its responsibiityproviding guidance and encouragement in reatlingugh talks in
library and schools. The youths even after leagictgpol should have the opportunities for contintestling and access to
further reading materials and the place of theatipiin this regard is very crucial. According tor@ke (2007), all that
mankind has done, thought, gained or been: it igiab in the magic preservation in the pages @bks, which the library
is the procurator. Librarians should display atixecand varied books, which will captivate theeirst of the youths and

develop reading habit among them.

Library should provide pre-recorded radio and tisiew programmes on reading and on the importahtieecuse
of the library and play them for the youths to watmnd listen to them. What they watch and listefasb longer in their
memories than what they merely listen to. Chas@3p@sserts that libraries should also store arkkraacessible these
essential informative materials in the library the student to access themselves. This will helméndously to cultivate

their interest in reading and if allowed to con@nwill create a better base for a sustainablettalyieading.

Audiovisual materials are essential tools for thativation and stimulation of the interest of theutfts in reading
and their uses in library services should be eragra to enhance development of reading habit. Aiglial materials are
particularly designed to motivate and stimulateiiest as they appeal to more than one sense. Tihaylate interest in
learning. Studies in Educational Psychology by @ar(2007) show that audio-visual materials stirteilanterest in
reading because they provide learners with somgthwvhich makes them active. They motivate the a@geof learners by

offering them variety, which is a spice of life; naiony Kkills interest.

The library should include in its services orgadizeading and story hours and the provision of Bigftature
books, which are meant for entertainment and pteatsuattract the interest of the students towaedsling. According to
Ode (2004), public library is particularly chargeih the responsibility of organizing reading artdrg hours for children
and should live up to its conventional respongibdi as it will go a long way in creating intereshong the patrons and

enhance development of reading habit.

Libraries should mount serious readership campaignsynthesize the public towards reading and ereat
awareness of the availability of useful reading eriats in the library in order to captivate theenast of the youths
towards reading. Most youths have no interest awlireg because sufficient awarenes has not beetedreehe National

Library of Nigeria has in many occasions organizeddership promotion campaigns and annual natioseadiing
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competition. It has also sponsored national senonaeading, all geared towards development ofingalaabit among the
public. Public, Academic and Special libraries dtdaorrow a leaf from this gesture and vigorouslgumt readership
promotion campaigns and reading competitions iir lespective places in order to develop and eragrireading habit

among the public.

The library can further introduce mobile libranhetwise known as ‘library on wheels’. Library on edis is a
devise to reach out to communities where therenarébraries services with books in van, hencertame ‘Library on
Wheels'. Various and varied books are selectedpatdn a van, which moves round from one commutotgnother on
appointed days with the books. The books are theplayed and given to people to read for a giveriogeof time
(1-3 hours) and are collected back at the endeoptiriod. This approach affords young school lealreing in rural areas

without the library the opportunity of having aceés reading materials.
The Role of the Book Industry

Publishers and booksellers who are the producetgestributors of reading materials have a cruaitg to play
in ensuring an enduring reading culture among thielip by producing and increasing number of readiegources.
According to Amaka (2001), the inability of the pishers to publish sufficient relevant reading rgses has to large
extent contributed to lack of reading among oumieg youths. The attendant scarcity in turn makes gdrices of the

books to soar and consequently unaffordable byarage Nigerian who may wish to buy and read.

In addition, Kadiri (1987) noted that publishersNigeria are profit-oriented and do not accept nsanpts from
budding number of authors which are unable to payexorbitant cost of publication they charge, eébgrconstituting a
serious setback to the efforts to promote readimgith Again, looking at the nature of publishingdalmookselling in
Nigeria, you will notice that it is not geared taws publishing books that will enhance reading tsadimong the youths.
It is noteworthy to mention however, that the ditwra has now changed with the coming of Longmans lgliacmillan
publishers who have diversified publishing into kethat will be relevant for promoting reading Hakiudos should also
be given to Onibonoje publishers, who has also lasjzeéd and formed book clubs to promote readingragrthe youths.
Other publishers should borrow a leaf from the eplesiabove to ensure that they encourage and pulglidurces that
will be useful in the development and promotiomadding habit.

The Role of the Authors

Nigerian authors should not be exempted from th@lenoourse to instil reading habit in our futurengmations
because if there are no books, there can be neneathe authors have not been living up to thgdeetations of writing
books that will be insightful for reading. They ottee nation and the youths in particular, duty titexbooks that will be
used in influencing the reading skills of the yajthut not much have been seen in this directiaiting on the paucity of
authors, Kadiri (1987) and cited in Amaka (2001}l shat some of our intellectuals are lazy; otremes frightened to write
because they can hardly write impeccable Engligiardfrom that, those who can write are too busy smmetimes they
are unable to meet the financial requirements waalin publishing. Those facts with their attendartblems have been
some of the obstacles in the effort to promote ireatabit among the youths. It is the opinion aé thaper that if we are
to leave an enduring legacy of reading culturehto future generations, the Nigerian authors shwake up from their
intellectual slumber and see the paucity of litgr@aterials in the country as a big challenge ketbem. We sympathize

with the fact that writing in Nigeria is financigllinvolving, but this must not be an excuse for moiting. Many

| Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 - Articles can be sernb editor@impactjournals.us |




| Evolving Reading Culture and Readership Promotion enong the Nigerian Youths 31 |

individuals who are concerned with development pramotion or reading culture among the public Wi willing to

render financial assistance to ease the probléneyf show willingness and interest to write.
The Role of the Parents

Parents have a noble role to play towards inculgateading habit in our youths, because most oh#ists that
children form at the early childhood are copiedrirtheir parents. Confirming, Buchwald (2001) coxlesh that children
are made readers on the laps of their parents.tédat® contagious and it is easier to copy thacuttvate, hence, the
parents should cultivate the reading habit forahiéddren to emulate. It is said that children haewer been very good at
listening to their parents, but they have neveefhto imitate them. It is lamentable to say thatstrparents, even the
literate families, do not read except during thequs of examinations and their children have igmblly emulated those
same habits from them. Thus, it is not funny torteegarent, even an educated parent, scoldingHiig for reading

outside examination schedule.

Furthermore, parents should create an enablingngashvironment in the home to encourage readirgerd
should be a reading room with books or a librarthim home secluded from noise. There can be nangeadthout books.
When the reading materials with an enabling envitent are provided in the home, the children anddlie parents,

themselves will derive pleasure and interest inlirea

Parents should also form the habit of visiting libeary along with their children and wards in orde create
awareness and encourage them in using the libragyenindependent reading habit can be cultivatenin@ such visits,
the parents should be able to devote time to hellchildren the purpose and importance of the ijhrand conduct them
round the library for the children to see for thehass. This will go a long way to arrest their net in visiting the library

on their own and subsequently cultivate reading habit.

In addition, parents should form the habit of giZlmook present to their children for them to apjatecthe value
of books. Chase (2001) advocated that there isubstitute for books in the life of a child. In Niigg this noble habit is
awfully lacking among almost all the parents. Ptramould afford to buy any toy (toy motorcars, liles, balls, video
films and toy guns etc) no matter how expensivettieir children, but not books. Therefore, the dmbpks the children
may boast of having are the ones the school atig®recommended, which their parents were conghétiebuy. Even
the parents hardly buy books for themselves exoepispapers that they buy occasionally. By this idargattitude,
parents have ignorantly sacrificed the interesthefr children in reading for pleasure, which isansequential for their
intellectual development. In addition, parents htheeresponsibility to awaken the interest of theéildren in cultivating

reading habit by organizing story or reading hairsome during which they will teach children skith reading.
The Role of the School

The school system, according to Helene (2004)ashttst and the most effective means of impartirmvedge
and influencing the youths especially in informatigathering and the use of books as a source ofniation through
reading. One would agree that a greater percemtagieildren who go to school — primary and secopdiamNigeria came
from ‘homes without books’. That is, many of thdldten come from rural areas and their parents nest to school.
When these children get into primary, secondarytartdary institutions, the school is expectedtoarage them in using

the library where independent reading can be deeeland encouraged. Compulsory library hours shoelohfused and
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encouraged during which all the students are erpectbe in the library reading books selectedhiyrtteachers.

In addition, the school authorities should credésszreading hours and organize the students tbiregroups
with group leaders where they can read to eaclr.ofheing this period, the teacher should be aivadistener, guiding
and making corrections only when and where necgssato so. A visit to some primary and secondahosls in Benue
State, however, revealed that the practice has dleandoned and should be invigorated. In addifopjls and students

should be examined in reading during examinatiomaie them appreciate the relevance of cultivaiagling habit.
The Role of the Government

The governments at the federal, state and localldelave responsibilities of promoting and encoimg@n
enduring reading culture. The edict of 1998, secipsubsection 53 on cultural policy for Nigestates unequivocally,
‘the state shall promote reading culture.” Amak@Q®) regretted that several years after the fortimaof the edict, the
implementation of this noble policy had sufferedags setbacks in the hands of the military diatstigp and our avowed

politicians. Government should be committed to einguthat the implementation of the edict is enéafc

Government should avoid the usual ad-hoc approaatesigning and introducing educational programmes,
matter how beautiful they may appear to be, withendguring the availability of books. Without booksnaka (2001)
insisted that there could be no reading and corms#tyl no readers. Therefore, the government asatemof urgency
should wield into the astronomical cost of bookgha country with the view to making books avaitablt affordable
price. Government should also ensure the partiopaif various non-governmental organizations ia gromotion of

reading habit among the youths in the country.

Government should also enforce the establishmetibfries in each of the Local Government Areaghie
country. It is disheartening to observe the conspis absence of library services in most of thallgovernment
headquarters where greater percentages of our gohthol leavers live. Most of the anti-social vigespetuated by the
youths today are due to lack of libraries. Availiipiof libraries with adequate reading materialsuld not only be a bold

step towards promoting a sustainable reading haibian antidote against the present crime waveiirsociety.
The Role of the Mass Media

The mass media has a crucial role to play in theaacement of an enduring reading culture through th
production of their interesting programmes. Theaatklevision and newspaper houses should embagraduction of
programme, which promotes the relevance of readihg. adverts, jingles and broadcasts should geaartts promoting
the importance of creating reading habits in owrtlgs. Mass media should instigate activities, whidhpromote reading
through literary programme such as book reviewspancements of new publications and publishing ryoatd short
fiction. Pre-recorded radio and television prograsenon reading and the value of the use of theriibtan be played
during this period for the students to watch arsiehi. They should live up to their traditional dutfy entertaining,

educating and dissemination of information to thblj.
Recommendations

Considering the weight of reading in the intell@tfisocial and economic development of an indivicual the
society, it is crucial to develop a sustainablelieg culture among the populace. Towards this atidiands should be on

deck to ensure that this noble objective is redlize
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Government, parents, school authorities, librariegss Medias, non-governmental organizations areh ev
individual should as a matter of inevitability, ¢dute their quota sufficiently toward putting usture for an enduring
reading culture in our society. This is crucialpiir concerted efforts towards putting a structarplace for a durable

reading culture will have any positive impact.

The library, which is the most cost effective andital means of providing reading materials for gneatest
number of people, must be established in every ILGoaernment Headquarters in the country in ordgurovide reading

materials for our teeming youths.

Nigerian authors should wake up from their intellat slumber and see the paucity of literary materin the

country as a big challenge before them.

Finally, the publishers in Nigeria should be mogsponsive to the paucity of reading resources gef& and

publish sufficient books that will be relevant foculcating reading culture.

CONCLUSIONS

The benefits of reading in academic and over aletigpment of individual are very crucial that aioatthat
neglect the development of reading culture, doeatdeer own peril. Therefore, all stakeholders ducational matters
should consider the development of reading cultumeng the populace as a challenge before themrandeeit success.
It is the opinion of the paper that the recommeindat advanced above will provide the panacea fer fitoblems
experienced in the efforts to promote reading cealtamong our teeming populace. They should thezefoe taken

seriously by the parties involved in the fight beulcate reading habit as a veritable legacy forfature generations.
REFERENCES

1. Allington & Cunningham (1998). International ReagliAssociation & National Association for the Eduoatof
Youg Children, 1998; Maryland State Department d@i&tion, n. d.; Snow, Burns, & Griffin, 1998).

2. Amaka, O. (2001). Promoting good reading habit im ohildren Infolib: Journal of Library and Informian
Science. Vol.1 No 1. 30-36

3. Brown, G. (2008). Reading is a ladder, A papergmtsd on the launch of the National Year of Reading

4. Buchwald, E (2001). Education: the prince of FreedBeing a paper presented on the launch of thgoia

Year of Reading
5. Chase, M. E. (2003). A History of Reading. Finah€iaes vol. 15 No 12. 8-13

6. Carlyle, M.(2007). A paper presented at Organizatidd Economic Cooperation and Development/UNESCO

Institute for Statistics
7. Dale, P. (1997). Idiom Development Structure amd@tire (2 ed.). New York: Holt, Renehart and Wilson.

8. Daniel, C.I. (2001). Encouraging Reading and Wagitias Life-long Learning: The Role of the Library in
Developing Reading and Writing Habit. Inforlib: Joal of Library and Information Science vol. 1 Ng.9-18

9. Foertsch (1998) International Reading AssociatioNa&ional Association for the Education of Youngil@ten,

| Impact Factor(JCC): 1.4507 - This article can be denloaded from www impactjournals us |




[ 34 Elijah Ojowu Ode |

1998: Snow, Burns, & Griffin.

10. Helene, P. (2004). Book Distribution and the Depetent of Reading Culture. SACHED Memorandum,
Johannesburg.

11. Kadiri, J. A. (1987). Developing Reading Skillsbtaries, vol.2, No.4. 12-18

12. Ode, E. O. (2001). The Information Demand in thevNdillennium: A Challenge to Libraries’ Abuja Infil
Journal of Library & Information Science. Vol.1, Ngo1-5

13. Ode, E. O. (2004). Library: An Agent of socio-Econmic Development. Journal of Multi-Disciplinary

Studies. Vol. 1, No.1, 31-37

Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 - Articles can be sernb editor@impactjournals.us




